THE MANUSCRIPTS

In 1922 an Exhibition of Greek and Latin papyri excavated by
the Egypt Exploration Society and presented to the Museum was
arranged, to celebrate the twenty-fifth year of the Society's Graeco-
Roman Branch:

Guide to a Special Exhibition of Greek and Latin Papyri presented to the

British Museum by the Egypt Exploration Fund> 1900-14,    1922.
Published by the Society.

A selection of papyri forms part of the Guide to Exhibited Manu-
script s^ Pt. II, Some Latin specimens are reproduced in Facsimiles
of Ancient Charters.

21. BIBLICAL AND OTHER ANTCIENT GREEK AND
LATIN MANUSCRIPTS, OTHER THAN PAPYRI
Very early texts of Greek classics are found in the Museum
almost only in the form of papyri, which are dealt with above. Two
leaves of a second( ?) century copy of the De Faha Legation e of Demos-
thenes (Add. MS. 34473 (i) ), found, like the papyri, in Egypt, is
one of the oldest vellum MSS. extant; but the Townley Iliad (Burney
MS. 86), with a date read as A.D. 1059, an(^ a thirteenth-century
copy (the best) of the minor Attic Orators, also due to Burney
(Burney MS. 95), are the next really important texts. In the work of
the humanist scribes in Italy in the fifteenth century, however, the
Museum is rich from many sources, Harley, Cracherode and others,
besides Burney.
Very early Latin codices are not to be found in the Museum.
The earliest are in the Vatican and a few Italian and other Conti-
nental libraries. The English collectors of such treasures came too late
into the field. It is only when we come to the Renaissance under
Charlemagne that we find the Museum strong. The classics were
one of Harley's interests, and from them came ninth- or tenth-century
texts, most of them in Caroline minuscules, of Horace (HarL MS,
2725), of Vitruvius (HarL MS. 2767), this being the oldest extant
text of his Architecture of Cicero's De Oratore (Harl. MS. 2736),
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